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| CHRIST in the CLOUDS, 
Coming to Fudgient. 
| Matt. xvi, 27. 
| | | SSD 
.T hen (ball be Reward every Ma 81 


＋ . 
1 Works. ne 
2 HE Text gives us an Account of the Day of 


Doom, which is the laſt Day of the grand | 


| Afſize, wherein every Man ſhall be try'd at the 
grand Bar of God's Tribunal. And every Man 


Whether they be Good or whether they be Evil. 
I ſhall not trouble myſelf, or you with the very 
Signs of this Day, beeauſe I have not Time, but 
will proceed: q | 
It is moſt certain that the day of Judgment will 
come; and that it will be- very dreadful to all the 
wicked; and ſeeing theſe Things muſt be, what 
manner of Perſons ought we to be in all manner 
of Converſation ; always looking for the coming of 
Chriſt: At whoſe coming the Sun ſhall be darken'd, 


and the Moon ſhall not give her Light, the Stars 


ſhall be ſhaken, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
fervent Heat: Who can hear of all this and not be 


wonderfully diſmayed? Oh! who dare Eat, or 


| Drink, or Sleep, or take a minute's Reſt? Be ſure 
theſe ſhall come. Oh! wake, ye drunkards, and 


3 


> - ſhall then and there receive according to his Works, 


ps + es VA of of 


J Sodom, and yet Jonas in the ſtreets of Nineveh, 
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131 
weep all ye drinkers of Wine, becauſe of the new 
Wine, for it ſhall be pulled fram your Mouths- 
Gird your-ſelves, lament ye Prieſts, howl ye Mi- 
niſters of the Altar, alas! for the Day of the Lord. 
is at hand. | 7 


The Dofrine ſhall be this: 


That it is a Goſpel truth, that Chriſt, who came 
into the World in Form of a Servant, will, one 
Day, come as a Judge, attended with his Angels, 
And if this be ſo, then firſt for the Uſe of exhor- } 
tation: | | | 5 
1ſt Uſe, Let all be warned, and while we have 
Time, let us provide for that Day. Yet while the 
Weather is fair, we may frame an Ark to ſave us 
from the Flood. Yet are Angels at the Gates f 
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yet the Prophet wooes, Oh! Judah, how ſhould 7} 
I intreat thee? Yea, the Apoſtle prays, nay we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, that you be reconciled 
unto God. But here a Queſtion will ariſe, How © 
will Chriſt appear? | 

l T anſwer, That he will appear only as a Man to 
Judge us, who as a Man appeared to be judged ; 
Conſider this, ye that. are going to the Bar, what 
a dreadful Sight will this be to the faithleſs Jews, 
ſtubborn Gentiles, and wicked Chriſtians ; when 
every Eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo that per- 
ceive him? This is the Man (ſhall they ſay) that 
was crucify'd for us, and again crucity'd by us. 
Why, alas! every Sin is a Croſs, every Oath is a 
Spear, And when that Day is come, you muſt 
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| behold him whom you thus crucify by your daily 


Sins. Surely this will be a very dreadful Sight. 
Where is the deſperate Swearer, that can tear his 
Wounds, Hcarr, and Blood? At this Day all theſe 
Words ſhall appear, the Heart be viſible, the Body 
and Blood be ſenſible of good and Bad: Then ſhall 
that fearful Voice proceed from the Throne, Where 


is the Blood which thou fpilleſt? Here is that woeful 


Judgment; when thou that art the Murderer, ſhalt 
tee the ſlain Man be thy Judge: What Favour canſt 
thou expect at his Hands, whom thou haſt ſo vilely 
vſed, by thy daily Sins? Beſure the Son of Man will 


come as it is written of him: But woe unto that Man 


| . by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It were better 
for him, that he had not been born. Matt. xxvi. 24. 


3 a Man, fo this Man ſhall appear in a Glorious Form, 
O Sinners look about you, the Judge is coming; 


- 
, 
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Queſt. 2. As Chriſt ſhall appear in the Form of 


a Fire devours before him, and behind him, a Flame 


burns upon every Side, the People tremble, and all 


Faces gather Blackneſs. Here is a Change indeed, 


he that was at the Bar, now-ſits on a Throne; then 


'Chriſt ſtood as a Lamb before Pilate; now Pilate 


ſtands as a Malefactor before Chriſt. He that was 
made the Foot-ſtooll, of his Enemies, muſt now 
Judge, till he hath made his Enemies his Foot-ſtool. 
Where ſhall they run? and how ſhall they ſeek the 
Sitz of the Racks and hollow Places? The Glory 


of his Majeſty kindles a Flame, while the Heavens 
and Earth ſhall fly from the preſence of their Judge. 


But it may be, I prevent your Expectations, for 
if there be the Judge, where is the Guard ? Behold 
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1 VP —_—— 


„% . £4 ak © 


Souls of Saints deſcended from their imperial 'Seats, 
and attending the Lamb with great Glory. Never 


and the ancient of Days ſat down, His Garments | 
White as Snow, and the Hair of his Head like pure 


mm Y Te ;ﬀ>< 


"| FH heels as burning Fire. 
uſhered by a fiery Cloud, apparciled in ſnowy ' 


H 5 
him coming from above with great, Power and 
Glory. Would you know his Habit, he is cloathed 


with Majefty ; would you view his Attendants, they 
are an Hoſt of Angels: Nay, a longer Traia than 


was any * Lord of ſuch a Circuit. His Foot- 
ſtool is the Clouds, his Seat the Rain- bow, his Juſ- 
tices are Saints, his Officers are Angels and Arch- 
Angels. The Trumpet proclaims a ſilence, while 
a juſt Sentence comes from his Mouth upon all the 

World. Thus you ſee the Aſſize begun, Dan. vii. 9. 
The Throne (as David ſaw in his Viſion) were ſet up, 


Wool. His Throne like the fiery Flame, and his 
This is the — whoſe coming is fo fearful, 


White, carried in his Circuit on burning Wheels, 
and attended with Thouſands and ten Thouſands, 
O ye Jews! behold the Man whom before ye cru- 
cifed as a Malefactor; behold him in his Throne! 
Him whom ye ſaid his Diſciples had ſtolen away 

by Night out of his Grave. Bebold him in his Ma- 
jeſty, Matt. xxix, 13. He whom you would not 
look upon in his humility ;, this is he, at whoſe ap- 
pearing the kindreds of the Earth ſhall mourn ; Such 
a ſhout of fury follows the ſight of his Majeſty, that 
the Vaults ſhall echo, the Hills reſound; the Earth 
ſhall quake, the Heavens paſs away, and be turned 
to confuſion. Then ſhall the wicked mourn, chen | 


Nn 

ſhall they weep, and wail, yet their Tears will not 

ſerve their purpoſe, their Sins paſt betray them. 
Thus ſhall the wicked bewail their miſerable Hap, 
and unfortunate Birth, and curſed End. O fearful 
| «Judge! terrible as an Army with Banners, the Kings 
of the Earth ſhall be aſtoniſhed, Every Eye ſhall 
ſee this Judge, and tremble at his Sight. Do but 
conceive the guilty Priſoner come to his Trial: Will 
not the red Robes of this Judge make his Heart 
bleed for his Blood-ſhed? Thus have I ſhewn you 
how Chriſt will appear in a glorious Manner. 
Uſe 1, Think now, O ſinner, what ſhall be thy 


Reward, when thou ſhalt meet this Judge. The 
Adulterer for a while may flatter Beauty: Swearers . 


grace their Words with Oaths. Drunkards kiſs 
their Cups, and Drink their Bodies Health *till they 
bring their Souls to ruin; but remember for all theſe 


Things God will bring thee to judgment. Sad 


comfort in the End, when the Adulterer muſt fatif- 
fy his Luſt when he lies upon a Bed of Fire. The 
| ſwearer may have enough of Wounds and Blood, 

when the Devils torture his Body, The drunkard 


have plenty of Cups when ſcaiding Lead is poured 


down his Throat. As thy Sins is, ſo will be the 
Nature of thy Puniſhment. The juſt Judge will 
give juſt Meaſure of his great Wrath. 
De 2. For comfort to all that are the Judge's 
favourites. Now is the Day (if you are God's Ser- 
vants) that Satan ſhall be trodden under your Feet: 
And you with your Maker Chriſt, ſhall be carried 
into the Holy -of Holies. You may remember 
that each Man from God, in their utmoſt an- 


x 
ls. —_ mt. — 8 Mk AaKke 


. 


= — 


the Earth. And the Apoſtle John longed and 
cried out, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. I. John 


that when he ſhall appear we may have confidence: 
Works. But now I muſt proceed: 


are a World of Men, good and bad, elect 1 re- 


muſt hear, and this muſt be the Voice of the laſt | 
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the Dead fhail hear his Voice, ani they Hall come 
forth. They that have dont god tc the Reſurrettion 


now give back all that he hath taken from the 
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guiſhes here, ow fetched comfort from the Eyes 
of Faith. At this Mountain Job rejoiced, being 
caſt on a Dunghil, that his Redeemer lived, and | 
that he ſhould ſee him at the laſt. Day, ſtanding on 


ii. 28, Now therefore little Children abide in him, 
For he ſhall reward every Man according to his | 
(Every Man.) The Perſons who are to be judged 


probate: | 
Firſt. - There is a Summons, and this each Van 


Trumpet, Ariſe, ye Dead, and come to Judgment, 
Oh! how terrible a Voice will this be to all the 
wicked! how. will they tremble at this Voice, that 
makes the Earth to tremble! at this Voice the 
Graves of the Dead ſhall. be open'd, and re-unite -4 
them to their Bodies. The dark pit of Hell ſhall 
be taken, when the dreadful Soul ſhail leave its 
Place of terror, and once more enter into her ſtink-- ? 
ing - Carrion, to receive a great Condemnation, ”? 
John v. 28. 29. The Voice of Chriſt is powerful, 


of Life, and they that have done Evil unto the rear J 
rection of Condemnation. 
Thus much for the Summons that you hear is 
given, and every Man muſt appear. Death muſt 


(8] 
World. What a ghaſtly ſight ſhall that be, to ſee 
the Graves open, to ſee the dead Men riſe out of 


their Graves, and the Duſt fly on the Wings of the 


| Wind, till it meet together in one Body. 


Ezek. xxxvii, 6. The dry Bones ſhall live. Behold | 


the Power of God Almighty! Out of this Grave 
and the Duſt of the Earth, from theſe Chambers 
of Death and darkneſs ſhall ariſe the Bodies of the 
buried. Rev. xxv. 22. 23. | 1 ſaw the Dead (ſaith 
St: John) ſmall and 7 Rand before God, and 
| the Sea gave up ber Dead, which were in it, and 
| Death and Hell deliver d up the Dead which were in 
them, and they were judged every Man according to 
bis Works. He that ſaid to Corruption, Thou art 
| my Father ;, and to the Worm, Thou art my Sifter 
ond Mother, ſaid alſo, I know that my Redemer liv- 
eth, and mine Eyes fhall behold hs.” O good God, 
how great is thy Power! Joel iii. 11. 12. Aſſemble 


t yourſelves and come all ye Heatbens to the Valley of 


Feboſaphat ;, for there I will ft to Fudge the Heathen. 


Thus have you an Account of the Dead being 


raiſed ; they are all brought together, and now we 
* muſt Part them aſunder; the Sheep ſhall be put on 
the right-hand, and the Goats on onthe left. And 
now you ſee the Parties thus ſummoned, raiſed, ga- 
thered, and ſet a- part. Is not here a World of 
| Men to be -Judged in one Day? All Fongues, all 


Nations, all People of the Earth muſt appear in one 


Day. We ſhall then ſee each Son of Adam, ana 
An ſnall then ſee each of his poſterity. Conſi- 
der this, high and low, rich and poor, one with 
i another, - God is no excepter of Perſons, - _ © 
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Hark! 0 Beggar ! though Petitions are out of 
Date, yet thou ec not fear; for thou ſhalt have 


Juſtice done thee. On this Day all Caſes muſt be 


heard, and thou, though never ſo poor, deſpiſed 
in the World, thou muſt with the reſt receive thy 
Sentence, Hark! O Farmer! now are thy Lives 


and Leaſes together finiſhed. This Day is the 
new Harveſt of this Judge, who gathers his Wheat, 


but burns up his Chaff in fire unquenchable. No 
Bribes, Prayers, nor Tears can avail thy Soul. 
But as thou haſt done, ſo art thou ſentenced. 


Hark! O Landlord! where is the Purchaſe to thee 4 


and thy Heirs for ever. This Day makes an End 


Jof all, and happy were thy Soul, if thou hadſt no 


better Land than a barren Rock to cover and ſhel- 
ter thee from the Preſence of the Judge, Hark! 
O Captain! vain now is the hope of” Man to be 


commanded of the Armies of Earth and Hell, yet 
can'ft thou not reſiſt the Power of Heaven Hark! 
the Trumpet ſounds, and the Alarm ſummons . thee. 
Thou muft appear. All muſt appear. The Beg. 
gar, the Farmer, and Landlord, the Captain, the 
Princes, and the great Potentates of the Earth. 
Each of them muſt recive his reward. 

And now having brought the Priſoners to the 
Trial, 1 muſt tell you how this Trial muſt be for: 
your Works. © Faith is juſtified, but by Works 
— are judged: But miſtake me not, They ſhall 

be judged according to their Works, as being the 
beſt Witneſs of their inward righteouſneſs : But the 


better eoncquaint you with this trialweareto außer: N 


: 
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- Firſt. How each Man's Work muſt be — 
{eſted to him. 

Secondly how each Man's Work muſt be exa- 
mined by God. 

Firſt, Of the ie of every Man's 
Works. Rev. ii. 12. John ſaith, He ſaw the Dead 
ſmall and great, ſtand before God, and the Book was 
opencd, and another Book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life, and the Dead were judged out of thoſe 
Things which were written in the Book, according to 

their Works. Remember this O forgerful Sinner! 


thou may'ſt commit Sin after Sin, and Multiply 


your Sins, but be aſſured, God keeps a juſt Ac- 


count, and not one of thy Sins, though never ſo 


ſecret, ſhall be forgot. There is a Book of God's 
Memory. 'Tis called a Book of Remembrance, 
| Mal. iii. 16. A Book of Remembrance was written 


before God, for them that fear the Lord, aud think 


upan his Nome, This is that which manifſts all 


Secrets, this is that which reveals all Doings, whe- 
ther good or evil. In theſe Receits are found at 
large, Abel's Sacrifices, Cain's Murder, Abſalom's 


Rebellion, David's Devotion, the Jews Cruelty, 


the Prophets Innocency, Nothing can be hid, 
when it is opened, for all may run and read it. 


| God. will bring every work unto Judgment, and 


every ſecret, T hing, be it good or evil. Eccleſ. 


xu, 24. Wail ye wicked, and tremble in aſtoniſhment.. | 
| Now your Cloſet Sins muſt be diſcloſed, your pri- 
vate Faults laid open. Imprimis, adultery, envy, 
E blaſphemy, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, violence, Mur- 
der, — abbath breaking, and every Sin from 
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the beginning to the End, the total Sum eternal 


Death and Damnation, 

But there is another Book that ſhall give a more 
fearful Accout than the former, which is the Book 
of each Man's conſcience, and the ſecretary of the 
Soul of Man. No Man can commit one Sin, but 
his Soul that is privy to the Fact, will write it in 
this Book. In what a woeful Cale will thy Heart 


be then? In what a ſtrange terror and trembling 


muſt it then be, when this muſt be open'd, and 
thy Sins revealed? their Book is now perhaps ſhut . | 
up and ſealed, but in the Day of Judgment it ſhall *! 
be open'd, and what will the Evidence do as will 
be brought in; there is a private Seſſions to be held 
in the Breaſt of every Sinner The Memory is the 
Record, the truth is the Law, Damnation the Judg- 


-ment; Hell the Priſon, the Devils the Jailors, 8 


Conſcience both Witneſs and Judge, to paſs ſen- 
tence on thee. What Hopes can he have at the 
general Aſſize, whoſe Conſcience condemns him 
before he appears. Conſider this, O thou impeni- 
tent Sinner! | of pt 
But yet there is another Book we read of, and 
that is the Book of Life. Herein are written the 
Names of God's Elect, from the beginning of the 
World, to the End thereof. This is the precious 
Bock of Heaven, wherein if we be regiſtered, not 


all the Powers of darkneſs, or Death, or Devils, 


can blot us out again. But a little to recall our- 0 
ſelves: . | 
Ihe Priſoners are tried, the Verdict is wade” 


in, the Indictments are found, and the Judge now 


- 
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| fits upon Life and Death, even ready with ſpark- 
ling Eyes to pronounce his Sentence, may be for 
us, and we be ſaved, to our endleſs Comfort. O 
now hold up your Heads! all the Saints of the Moſt 
High God, for this will be a bleſſed Day to you, 
for you ſhall hear the ſweet Voice of Chriſt, ſaying, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you. I cannot expreſs the Joy this will 
be unto the Righteous, when they ſhall hear Chriſt 
ſay, Come ye bleſſed Souls, who have bathed in 
| repenting Tears. Here is a Sentence able to revive 
the Dead; much more the afflicted; are ye not 
s forrowing for your Sins? leave it awhile, and me- 
| ditate with me on this enſuing melody. Hear, 
vonder is a choir of Angels, ſounding unto the 
Tudge, whilſt he is pronouncing of the Sentence, 
Now is the Day of our Coronation, now you'll be 
made perfectly happy for ever. Come, ſaith Chriſt, 
you that have ſuffered for me, now you ſhall have 
your Reward; you ſhall have your Souls filled up 
unto the the brim with Joy, ſuch as is unſpeakable 
and full of Glory. 
þ But I muſt return to the left Hand, and ſhew 
u another Crew, prepared for another Sentence. 


\ And Oh! what a terrible Sentence will that be, 


ich will make all cars glow and tingle? His Lips 
. (faith the Prophet ) are full of indignation, and his 
Tonghe like a conſuming Fire. Iſa. xx. 27, What 
Fire is ſo hot as that fiery Furnace? Depart” ye 
$ . curſed into everlaſting F. ire, e for the Devil 
= and 1 Angel. 


- 
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Firſt. They muſt depart. This ſeems nothing 
to the wicked now; now they are contented to be 
gone; they have much more delight in Sin, than 
m God's Service. But whither muſt they go; 
From me; and if from me, then from all, that is, 
my Mercies, my Glory, and my Salvation: But 
whither, O Lord! ſhall the curſed go, that depart 
from thee? Into what Haven ſhall they arrive? 
What Mafter ſhall they ſerve? It is thought a great 
Puniſhment to be baniſhed from our native Soil, 
what then is it to be baniſhed from Almighty God? 
but, Whither muſt they go? Into everlaſting Fire. 
O, what a Bed is this? No Feathers but Fire, no 
Friends but Furies, no Eaſe but Fetters, no Light 
but Smoak, no Clocks to paſs the Time, but end- 
leſs Eternity, Fire intolerable, a Fire burning and 
never dying! It ſhall not be quenched Night nor 
Day, 'the Smoak thereof ſhall go up for evermore, 

and all the wicked ſhall be crowded together like 
Bricks in a fiery Furnace, For whom was this pre- 
pared ? For the Devil and his Angels; theſe muſt 
be your Companions ;. the laſt Sentence is now pro- 
nouncing : What go? who? ye curſed into evers+ 
laſting Fire. O take heed that you live in God's 
fear, left that leaving his Service, he give you this 

Reward, Depart ye curſed. | 45 

Uſe. Conſider what fearful trembling will ſize 

on their Souls that have their Sentence for eternal 

Flames. O, which way will they turn, or how 

will they eſcape the Almighty's Wrath? to go ei- 
ther forwards or backwards is impoſſible. Whoſe 

Help will they crave? God is their Judge, Heaven 
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is their Foe, the Saints deride them, the Angels 
hate them. Good Lord! what a world of Miſe- 


; ries have ſeized upon theſe miſerable Souls? The 


Executioners are Devils, the dungeon is Hell, the 
Earth ſtands open, and the cruel fiery Furnace rea- 
dy boiling to receive them into his Mouth, 

Oh! how will theſe poor Souls both ſqual ind 
tremble? Every Part of their Bodies will bear a 
Part in this doleful Ditty: Eyes weep, Hands be 


| wrung, Breaſts beat, Hearts ach, and Voices cry. 


Now, O Man of the Earth, what will thy wealth 
avail thee? One Drop of water to cooll thy Tongue in 


| the Flames, is worth more than all the Pleaſures of 
' the World. Luke xvi. 24. 


Thus have you heard the Sentence of the juſt, 


and alſo of the wicked; and now is the Judge ar- 


riving from his glorious Throne, all the Saints are 
guarding him along, and the ſentenced Priſoners 
are delivered to the Jailors. Secrets of horror will 
be heard: what woes and Lamentations will - be 


| uttered, when Devils and reprobates, and all the 


damned crew of Hell, ſhall be driven into Hell; 
never to return again? down they go, howling and 


ſhrinking, and -gnaſhing their Teeth: The, World 
leaves them, the .Earth farſakes them, Hell enter- 


«rains them; there they muſt both live and die, and 


yet neither live nor die; but dying live, and living 
die. Oh! how miſerable are thoſe! if but the 
meer drowning of the old World, and the ſwallow- 
ing up Korah, and burning up Sodom with Brim- 


ſtone, were attended witli ſuch Terrors, and hide- 
ous out- cries, how infinitely, to all poſſibility of 
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$ | conceit, or expreſſion, or belief, will be the confu- 
- | ſionandtrembling of that red fiery Day? In a Word 
- what wailing, . yelling, filing of Heaven, Earth 
2 and Hell! Oh! miſerable creatures. Matt. xxii, 13. 
- | Take them away, and caſt them into utter Darkneſs ; 

where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. A 
| | Darkneſs indeed! they muſt be for ever debared 
L | from the Sight of Heaven. No Surn-ſhine ever pe- 
netrates within theſe Walls; nothing is ſurely con- 
tained there but thick Smoak and Darkneſs, And 
ſuch is the ſure and certain Portion of Sinners, and 
the manifeſt Reward of the wicked. To wind 
up all in one Word of Comfort to the bleſſed Saints 

of God. Look upwards, and you may manifeſtly 
ſee your happy Company. | 


| The CONCLUSION. 


AFTER the wicked are thus caſt down into 
Hell, Chriſt and all the bleſſed Saints aſcend 
up into the Heavens, from the Tribunal Seat of 
the Judgment, Chriſt ſhall ariſe, with the glori- 
ous Angels of Heaven, and Marching towards the 
Heaven of Heavens, Singing with Songs of tri- 
umph, Iſa. lviii. 8. The Voice of the Watchmen ſhall 
be heard. They ſhall lift up their Voices, and ſhout © 
together, for they ſpall ſee, Eye to Eye, when the 
Lord will bring again Zion. Here is a fine Victory 
indeed ; the Soldiers all in arrayed Order, both 
Marching and triumphing. Chriſt leaſts the way; 
the Cherubims attend, the Seraphims burn in Love. 
Angels, Arch-angels, principalities, Powers, pa- 
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\ triarches, Prophets, Prieſts, Evangeliſts, and Mar- 
& tyrs, all of them attending the Judge and King of 
F. Glory; Singing with ſuch Melody, as never any 
Ear hath heard; ſhining with ſuch Majeſty, as 
never any Eye hath ſeen; and Rejoicing without 
& Meaſure, with ſuch Joy, as never Heart hath con- 
© ceived. O bleſſed Train! each One doth bear a 
Palm of Victory in his Hand; each One muſt wear 
ga Crown of Glory on his Head, The church Mi- 
{ litant is now triumphant. With a final overthrow, 
they have conquered Devils, and now muſt they 
enjoy God, and Life, and Heaven; And thus, as 
they March along, Heaven opens unto them. O 
infinite Joys! Tell me, O Soul! what a happy and 
E glorious Hour will this be, when bleſſed Trinity 
& ſhall gladly entertain thee; and, with a Well done 
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* and faithful Servant, enter into thy Maſters 
Joy. Now, all theſe Angels and Saints ſhall re- 
| Joice at thy Arrival at the Port of Heaven. Here 
is the End of the Godly :- the Fruits of which End 
is the Reward itſelf: What can 1 fay, but live in 
E God's Fear, and the Lord Reward you; nay, and 
be will fo, if you live ſo. For then he ſhall Reward 
every Man. according to his Works. 
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